1.
A.

What Is “Easter” All About?

WHAT HAPPENED?

Incarnation — Jesus Became a Man (“in flesh”)

Matthew 1:20-21 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS,
for He will save His people from their sins."

John 1:1-4, 14 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4In Him
was life, and the life was the light of men. 4 And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.

. Substitution — Jesus Died for My Sins

John 3:16-17 16"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17
"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

Romans 5:6-8 ¢ For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled
to God. 2 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

Resurrection — Jesus Rose Again

Matthew 28:1-6 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day
of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary came to see the tomb. 2And behold, there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat on it. 3His countenance was
like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And

the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead T S

men. SBut the angel answered and said to the women, “He pas vicen,

"Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who Se he 1s not here.
was crucified. 6"He is not here; for He is risen, as He € ihe Pl“ﬁ‘,;g;ﬁ*};fg him’
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Mark 160
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Romans 1:3-4 3concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of
the seed of David according to the flesh, 4and declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

Romans 4:23-25 2 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was
imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him
who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 2> who was delivered up because
of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

. Ascension — Jesus Returned to Heaven

Acts 1:7-11 7And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons
which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 "But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." ¢ Now
when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 1 who
also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as
you saw Him go into heaven."

WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN?

. About My Need —I need saved from my sins

Romans 3:22a-23 For there is no difference; 22 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God,

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

. About God’s Love — God gave Jesus to take my place

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

. About Eternity—I will have a life beyond this one

John 5:25-29 % "Most assuredly, | say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will
live. 26 "For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have
life in Himself, 27 "and has given Him authority to execute judgment also,
because He is the Son of Man. 28 "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming
in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 2° "and come forth -- those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,
to the resurrection of condemnation. (Acts 24:15)

Acts 17:30-31 30 "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent, 3! "because He has appointed a day
on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."
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D. About Judgment — I will be judged for what | do

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment,

e Those Who Do NOT Believe in Jesus Will Be Judged

2 Peter 2:9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of
judgment,

Revelation 20:11-15 11 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was
found no place for them. 12 And | saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up
the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire.

e Those Who DO Believe in Jesus Will Be Judged

Romans 14:10-12 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: "As | live, says the LORD, Every knee
shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." 12 So then each
of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 ° Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or
absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

3. WHAT Do | Do Now?

A. Unbelievers — Believe in Jesus as Your Savior!

John 3:16-18 16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17
"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved. 18 "He who believes in Him is not
condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.
Acts 16:30-31 3°And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must | do to be
saved?" 31So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved, you and your household."
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B. Believers — Serve Jesus as Your Master!

Romans 6:5-13 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 8 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has
been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no
more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. ! Likewise you
also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you
should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

Philippians 3:8-14 8 Yet indeed | also count all things loss for the excellence of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ ° and be found in Him,
not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that |
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 1 if, by any means, | may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 2 Not that | have already attained, or am already
perfected; but | press on, that | may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has
also laid hold of me. 3 Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended:; but
one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, 4 | press toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
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